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specialist interested in working up a medical finding in a patient; however, given its
objectives, this text may lack the detail that an internal medicine resident might
require. Another valuable characteristic of this text is that it emphasizes selecting
procedures based on their yield and cost, an aspect ofmedicine that is not emphasized
in traditional medical education.
This volume represents the synthesis of medical knowledge that one hopes to have
upon completion ofone's medical training. It was designed for the young internist and
surgeon who need precise answers to specific questions. It provides a systematic
approach to a specific problem and emphasizes the utility and cost of the procedures
used to arrive at a diagnosis. Although it was designed to be carried in a lab coat
pocket, its size and weight (632 pages, 3.5 centimeters thick, and 700 grams) require a
large pocket and a counterweight in theother pocket for balance. I plan to use this text,
but I doubt that I will carry it with me.
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SURGICAL ANATOMY. 2nd edition. By John E. Healy, Jr., and Joseph Hodge, Philadel-
phia, PA, B.C. Decker, 1990. 340 pp. No price.
Surgical Anatomy is a beautifully illustrated cross between an anatomical atlas and
a text. The material is presented by body region and includes relevant surgical and
clinical techniques that immediately exposethe reader tothe practicality ofanatomical
knowledge.
The volume is concise, presenting clinically important points that should be familiar
to practicing physicians. The text fails to mention possible variations in structure, and
certain body regions (such as those in the head) are neglected altogether. One of the
book's strong points, however, is that every subsection is followed by pertinent clinical
considerations, which sections are highly procedure-oriented and cover such areas as
spinal taps, aspiration of the knee joint, and digital rectal examinations. More
advanced topics are also discussed, such as heart transplantation, anesthesia, bypass
operations, angioplasty, and surgical approaches to various organs. Small sections
covering the aortic arch derivatives and theirdefects, rotation ofthe midgut (as related
to surgical approaches), and genital organ embryology are also included.
The right-hand pages are reserved for pictorial plates ofthe body regions, while the
left-hand pages present the accompanying text. This arrangement is an excellent
format for such material, because it eliminates the need for unnecessary page-turning
from text to distantly located illustrations.
Surgical Anatomy is well organized, with a good balance ofdiagrams and support-
ing text. In addition, it is thoroughly readable and could serve as a reference for
medical students and clinicians alike.
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